
 
 

 
 

Y1 Curriculum letter: Autumn 1 

Key learning this half term: 

English Maths 

Brief overview of genre, outcome and text studied 
Class text: Paddington’s Post, Kind by Axel Sheffler, Our Class is a Family by 
Shannon Olsen 
This half term we will look at the features of a ‘High 5 sentence’. We will write 
sentences using a capital letter, finger spaces, neat school writing and a full stop. We 
will then check to make sure our sentence makes sense.  
Phonics overview 
Daily phonics lesson to recap Phase 3/Phase 4 phonics taught in Reception. We will 
then begin to learn the Year 1 Phase 5 sounds. We will recap Phase 2-4 tricky words.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brief overview of key units taught 
This half term our focus in Maths is place value. The children will 
be learning the following skills:   

• Count to and across 100 (forwards and backwards) 
beginning with 0 or 1 or from any given number.  

 

• Read and write numbers from 1 to 20 in numerals and 
words. 
 

• Count, sort and represent objects within 10.  
 

• Given a number, identify one more and one less within 10.  
 

•  Identify and represent numbers using objects/pictorial 
representations including the number line and use the 
language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), most, 
least.  

 

• Compare amounts using < > and =.   



 
 

 
 

We are also studying: 

RESPECT Pupils will know 
 

Key Vocab 
 

Relationships 
We will be sharing ideas and talking as a class 
about respecting ourselves and others. We will 
discuss roles of different people and families.  
 

• How behaviour affects others; being polite and respectful. 

• That families are important for children growing up 
because they can give love and care.  

• That others’ families sometimes look different from their 
own but they should respect those differences. 

• To recognise if family relationships are making them feel 
unhappy or unsafe and know how to seek help 

 

RE Pupils will know 
 

Key Vocab 
 

Special Events  
We will be exploring the concept of celebration. 
We will look at the ways in which people celebrate 
special events and how religions mark festival 
days. It will help develop pupils’ understanding of 
celebrations, including religious festivals. 
 

• Name some celebrations and talk about how these 

are celebrated. 

• Talk about their experiences and feelings connected 

to celebrations or customs. 

• Recognise some similarities and differences between 

festivals and celebrations.  

• Celebration 
• Festival 
• Eid 
• Ramadan 
• Fasting 
• Diwali 
• Harvest 
• Birthday 

 

Science Pupils will know Key Vocab 



 
 

 
 

  

Animals including Humans  
We will learn how to identify, name, draw and label 
the basic parts of the human body and say which 
part of the body is associated with each sense. 

• The five senses and can link them to the correct body 
part.  

• The parts of the human body that can be seen.  

• How to classify animals into  the following categories: 
mammals, fish, birds, reptiles 

touch, sight, smell, taste, hear, 
mammals, fish, birds, reptiles 

Art and Design Pupils will know 
 

Key Vocab 
 

Making Your Mark 
We will learn the names of different types of lines 
and how to form these lines. We will then focus on 
how to create a picture using a variety of lines and 
drawing media. 
 

• The language used to describe lines 

• How to use control when drawing to create different lines 

• How to colour neatly using a range of media and colours 
How to produce a drawing that displays observational skill, 
experimenting with a range of lines and mark making 

2D shape, 3D shape, abstract, 
chalk, charcoal, circle, continuous, 
cross-hatch, diagonal, dots, firmly, 
form, horizontal, lightly, line, mark 
making, narrative, observe, optical art, 
pastel, printing, shade, shadow, 
straight, texture, vertical, wavy 

Computing Pupils will know 
 

Key Vocab 
 

We will learn how to navigate the computers and 
Purple Mash, including how to save our work. We 
will also learn about the importance of keeping our 
passwords and information on the internet private. 
 
 

• How to log onto the computers and Purple Mash using 
their passwords 

• How to access to-dos set on Purple Mash 

• How to save our work 

• How to log out of our accounts 

Purple Mash, log in, password, private, 
confidential 

Geography  Pupils will know Key Vocab 



 
 

 
 

  

What is it like here? 
We will learn the name of the country and village, 
town or city in which they live. We will then focus 
on our school looking at the playground, the 
classroom and we will create our own map of the 
classroom. 
 
 

• What an aerial photograph is 

• What a map is 

• Which words tell us directions 

• About map symbols 
 

aerial, photograph, country  
direction, key, symbol, town 

Music  Pupils will know 
 

Key Vocab 
 

Hey You by Joanna Mangona. 
We will listen to Hey You by Joanna Mangona.  
We will listen and appraise, we will move to the 
rhythm, learn to the sing the song and move on to 
playing instruments alongside the song.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• How to say whether they like or dislike a piece of music 

• How to use their voice to speak, sing and chant 

• How to copy sounds or phrases 

• How to use instruments to perform with some control. 

• How to clap and repeat short rhythmic patterns 

Dynamics, pitch, pulse 
tempo, texture, timbre 



 
 

 
 

PE Pupils will know Key Vocab 

Fitness  (indoor)  
We will take part in some fun, fitness activities 
through our Pirate fitness sessions .We will 
develop their balance, agility and coordination, 
through pirate exercises. We will be introduced to 
how their heart beats faster when exercising. We 
will look at how we can improve our scores.  
 
 
Games – Ball Skills (outdoor) 
 
We will learn how to catch and receive a ball 
safely. We will learn how to pass a ball with some 
control (using either hands, feet or object). We will 
look at Introducing footwork e.g. stopping and 
freezing in adapted games, landing on spots with 
two feet. We will practise moving into a space in a 
game, looking to throw/pass the ball to someone 
in a space.  
 
Swimming 

Starfish: 
-    Enter and exit the water using ladders. 

 

• How to balance on different parts of your body 

• How to exercise for 40 seconds without stopping 

• How to keep your balance when moving?  

• How to perform different exercises that make your 
heartbeat faster 

• How to co-ordinate different parts of your body to work at 
the same time 

•  How to record your score and then try and challenge 
yourself to beat it 

 

• How to underarm throw a ball at a target with some 
success  

• How to sometimes catch a ball  

• How to pass a ball with some success  

• How to bounce a ball with some control  

• How to throw a ball to score with some accuracy and 
control  

• How to move with some control with a ball in their hands  

• How to throw a ball in different directions with some 
control  

 

balance, exercise, moving, bounce, 
body, faster, score, heart 
 
 
 
pass, dribble, throw, bounce, catch,  
direction, accuracy, control  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

-    Splash water over my face, put my face in the 
water and blow bubbles confidently. 

-    Move forwards, backwards and sideways for 
5m in the water. 

-    Float on my front and back. 
-    Explain how to keep safe in the pool. 
 

Pupils will know:  

• How to enter and exit the water using ladders 

• How to splash water over my face, put my face in the 
water and blow bubbles confidently 

• How to move forwards, backwards and sideways for 5m 
in the water 

• How to float on my front and back. How to keep safe in 
the pool 

 

 


