
Curriculum Planning Art (reviewed October 2022) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

Reception  
 
 
 

 
 

All about me  
To explore with paints 
and brushes to create a 
self-portrait. 
 

My family  
Beginning to use shapes 
to represent objects to 
create a family portrait. 
 

Autumn 
Using leafs and paints, 
developing an 
understanding that 
different media can be 
combined to create new 
effects. 

 
Hibernating Animals 
Exploring with clay to 
mould their own 
hedgehog shape. 

 

Bonfire 
Bonfire and firework 
paintings using art 
straws.  
Joining materials to 
create 3D bonfire 
models. 
 

Diwali 
Create own Diwali 
patterns and 
shapes using 
different media and 
materials.  
 

Remembrance 
Day  
Creating poppies 
using paints and 
tissue paper. 
 

Funnybones 
Collaging the 
funnybones 
characters using 
straws. 
 

Owl Babies 
Observational owl 
drawings using 
pastels. 
Understanding that 
they can use lines 
to enclose a space. 
 

Our homes 

Drawing own 
houses using 
pencil. Build house 
on large scale. 
 

The Christmas 
Story 

To create a simple 
representation of 
the 
Christmas story  
using pencils. 
 
 
 
 

 

 Wintry Worlds 
Constructs with 
a purpose in 
mind using a 
variety of 
resources 
(cotton wool, 
paints and glue) 
to create polar 
bears. 
Joins sugar 
cubes together 
to build and 
balance to 
create 3D igloos. 
To explore with 
paints, brushes 
and pencils to 
create penguin 
drawings and 
paintings.  
 

Valentine’s 
Day 
Creating 
Valentine’s Day 
cards, giving 
meaning to mark 
as they draw 
and write. 

 
Chinese New 
Year 
Creating a 3D 
dragon, 
selecting tools 
and techniques 
needed to 
shape, assemble 
and join 
materials. 

 
 

Pancake Day 
Designing and painting 
own pancake with 
toppings. Using colours 
for a purpose. 
 
World Book Day  
Painting World Book Day 
characters understanding 
that they can use lines to 
enclose a space, and then 
begin to use these shapes 
to represent objects. 

 
Mother’s Day 
Creating Mother’s Day 
cards and portraits, giving 
meaning to mark as they 
draw, write and paint. 
 

People Who Help Us 
Jobs and hobbies 
paintings understanding 
that they can use lines to 
enclose a space, and then 
begin to use these shapes 
to represent objects. 
 
Easter 
Easter cards, giving 
meaning to mark as they 
draw, write and paint. 

 
 
 

Growing and Planting 
Flower and plant 
observational drawings.  
 

Butterflies 
Creating symmetrical 
butterflies using 2D 
shapes, creating simple 
representations of 
events, people and 
objects. Using finger 
prints to create patterns. 

Mini Beasts 
Using colours for a 
purpose to represent 
different types of mini 
beasts. 
Making our own 
minibeast homes using 
the different materials 
from indoors and out. 
Using techniques to join 
and assemble materials 
when making mini beast 
homes.  
 

Eid 
Understands that 
different media can be 
combined to create new 
effects when creating 
Mendhi patterns. 

 
Tadpoles 
Tadpole life cycle 
drawings, creating 
simple representations 
of events, people and 
objects. 

 
Now I am big… 
Observational drawings 
of themselves as babies 
and now. Compare. 
Pencil portrait adding in 
more detail than 
previous sef-portrait. 

 

Amazing Animals 
Amazing animals 
pictures, choosing 
particular colours to 
use for a purpose. 

 
Father’s Day 
Creating Father’s Day 
cards, giving meaning 
to mark as they draw, 
write and paint. 
 

Planting and 
growing our own 
fruit (Healthy Living 
Week) 
Colour mixing with 
primary to secondary 
colours to then use 
for our fruit paintings. 
Rainbow fruit 
patterns. 
Linked with Elmer and 
Kadinsky 
 
Handa’s surprise 
Fruit art observational 
drawings using 
watercolours, 
choosing colours for a 
purpose. 
 

 

 



 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 
 
 

Holidays 
 
Children to use pencil to 
design their own ice-
cream. Colour mixing 
from primary to 
secondary. Explore with 
colour wheel. Using the 
technique of pointillism. 
Using fingers to do this. 
Artist: Georges 
Seurat 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Day and Night 
 
Focusing on using shades 
of colour. Children to 
create a back wash and 
then silhouette to create 
their own Van Gogh 
‘Starry Night’ painting. 
They use lighter and 
darker shades.  
As part of Eid celebrations 
– Y1 to create and sculpt 
their own Diwa Lamps 
using clay. 
Artist: Van Gogh 

 

Plants and 
Animals 

 
Children create their 
own collage when 
creating their own plant, 
thinking about different 
textures they can create 
for each part of plant.  

Artist: Claude Monet 

Buildings 
 

Children use boxes to 
create their own 3D 
houses.  

Artist: Friedrich 
Hundertwasser 

 

Year 2 Celebrations 
(Autumn ½) 

 
Children to create their 
own portrait of the Queen. 
Using pencil to add detail. 
Using drawing to share 
their ideas. 

Artist -Lucian Freud 

Celebrations 
(Autmumn ½) 

 
Children to create their own portrait of 
the Queen. Using pencil to add detail. 
Using drawing to share their ideas. 

Artist -Lucian Freud  
 

Dressing up 
 

Children to design their 
printing block as an item 
of clothing. Making links 
with artist as the children 
create repeating pattern 
and they choose a pair of 
contrasting colours. 
Introduce children to 
contrasting colours on a 
colour wheel. The children 
have a go at colouring in 
contrasting colours first, 
design and make a 
printing block. Then the 
children create their print. 

Artist: Andy Warhol 
 

Transport 
 

Collage work. This is 
based around a mode of 
transport going on a 
journey. Recap 
techniques of collaging 
from Y1. Use techniques 
of fringing, curling, 
scrunching, tearing to 
create an A4 collage. 
 

Frida Kahlo – Self 

portraits 
 

Where We Live 
 

Ch to create a 
backwash using 
watercolours to make 
the background then 
use pastels on top of 
it. Ideas to link it to 
the local area to 
pastel Brighouse with 
some of the 
landmarks learnt in 
Geography when 
studying our local 
area. 

Artist: Lowry 

 

Year 3 
 
 

Vikings 
 

To carve a design onto 
card to show the Runic 

alphabet 

 Dinosaurs 
 
Use different grades of 
pencils to create different 
tones, shades and 
textures to design their 
dinosaur. 
Can cut straws of different 
sizes with scissors and 
arrange/ stick for purpose 
to create a collage. 
Can use clay to create 
own sculpture and can 
add onto my work to 
create texture and shape. 

Artist: Charles Knight 
 

    
 



Year 4 
 
 

Rainforests 
(Autumn ½) 

 
Can use different grades 
of pencil to create 
different shades and 
textures when designing 
animal portraits.  
Can use the wax resist 
technique effectively to 
create a leaf scene with 
reflection. (Leaf rubbings). 

 

Rainforests 
(Autumn ½) 

 
Can use different grades of pencil to 
create different shades and textures 
when designing animal portraits.  
Can use the wax resist technique 
effectively to create a leaf scene with 
reflection. (Leaf rubbings). 

 
 

 
 

Monarchs 
 

Uses different grades of 
pencil to create line, tone, 
shape and marks (facial 
expressions) to represent 
things seen, imagined or 
remembered. Looking at 
different techniques to add 
detail.  
Can use sketchbook to 
inform ideas for Queen’s 
portrait. (Facial 
expressions). Plan using 
quadrants.  

  

Romans 
 

Uses sketchbook to 
design a ceramic Roman 
mosaic and border. 
Can use tiles effectively 
to create their own 
ceramic Roman mosaic. 

 

Volcanoes  
 

Uses wax and pastels 
to show before 
eruption. Uses 
charcoal to show after 
eruption.  
Can use charcoal and 
oil pastels effectively 
to show contrast. 

Artist: Andy 
Warhol 

 

 

Year 5 
 
 

Through the Ages 
(Autumn ½) 

 
Using pencil to sketch 
design. To represent a 
figure in proportion and 
forms in motion. (Stone 
Age hunter).  
Using stone and chalk for 
final piece. Looking at 
shadow. 

 

Castle Hill 
 
Can use pencils and charcoals 
effectively to shade to create mood and 
feeling. 
Use of acrylic paint afterwards. 
Can discuss the ideas and approaches 
of Roger Davies taking account of his 
particular cultural context and intentions. 

 
Artist: Roger Davies 

 
 

 

 
 Mission to 

Mars 
 
Can use charcoal and 
pastels in the style of 
Peter Thorpe and 
experiment with the 
different styles he has 
used.  
Uses black sugar 
paper to draw the 
rocket onto.  
Regularly analyses 
and reflects on their 
progress taking 
account of what they 
hoped to achieve, 
linking this with Peter 
Thorpe’s work. 

Artist: Peter 
Thorpe 

 

Ancient 
Greece 
 
Can sculpt effectively 
using clay to create 
Greek pots.   
 
Using orange and 
black paint to add 
detail. Representation 
of life in Ancient 
Greece 
 

Year 6 
  

 What a Wonderful World 
 

Drawing using pencil in the style of 
Stephanie Calvet with a focus on sky 
scrapers. 
Seurat – given primary colours. Use 
pointillism with crayons to make 
secondary colours. The use pointillism 
in their own work. 
Create their own Starry Night picture 
(Van Gogh) to compare pointillism with 
using dashes. Use oil pastels.  
Comparing the work of Seurat and Van 
Gogh.   

Artist: Stephanie Calvet, George 
Seurat, Vincent Van Gogh 

  

  Maquettes 
 

Children to design in 
sketchbooks their 3D 
trophy model.  
Children to make a 
trophy with wooden 
base. Children use a 
variety of materials to 
create 3D sculpture 
e.g wire, wood, 
modrock, paint.  
Provides a reasoned 
evaluation of their 
own work which takes 
account of the starting 
points, intentions and 
contexts behind the 
work. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
  


